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and all our attempts have failed. And yet we must somehow 01
other undo this wrong because it is like poison corroding the whole
of the body politic. When the national conscience is hurt, people
whose conscience is hurt either seek redress through methods of
violence or through methods which I have described as satyagraha*
I consider that methods of violence prove in the end to be of
absolute failure. They are moreover wholly unsuited to the genius
of our people. Methods of violence are not consistent with human
dignity. It is no answer to say that this day Europe is saturated
with the belief in brute force. True paurusha, true bravery, con-
sists in driving out the brute in us and then only can you give
freest play to your conscience. The other force which I have
in various places described as satyagraha, soul-force or love-force,
is best illustrated in the story of Prahlad, Prahlad, as you know,
offered respectful disobedience to the laws and orders of his own
father. He did not resort to violence; but he had unquenchable
belief in what he was doing. He obeyed a higher call in dis-
obeying the orders of his father. And in applying satyagraha to
this movement, we shall be only copying the brilliant and eternal
insistence of Prahlad. But we are living today in a world of
unbelief. We are sceptical about our past records and many of you
may be inclined to consider the story of Prahlad to be a mere
fable, I therefore propose to give to you this evening two instan-
ces that have happened practically before your eyes. The one ins-
tance I related last evening and that was of a beautiful Tamil girl
called Valliamma, eighteen years old, who died as a satyagrahi.
She had joined the satyagraha movement in South Africa which
lasted for eight years. She was arrested and imprisoned during
the struggle. In her prison, she got typhoid fever and died
of it. It was she and her fellow-satyagrahis who'secured the relief
that you all are aware of in South Africa. There was a lad of
about the same age as Valliamma's whose name was Nagappan1
and who suffered imprisonment in the same struggle. He did not
reason why he should join the struggle. He had an instinctive faith
in its righteousness. He instinctively believed that the remedy
adopted was the only true and effective remedy.
The climate of South Africa is not so beneficent as the climate
of the Indian plains. The South African winter is inclement and
it was winter time when Nagappan was imprisoned. He was
1 Sammy Nagappen, a satyagrahi, who was sentenced on June 21, 1909
to be imprisoned for 10 days with hard labour, was discharged from a Trans-
vaal prison on June 30 in a dying condition, He died on July 6, 1909; vide
Vol. IX, p. 299.